Well-differentiated teratoma in a mouse uterus.
Teratomas commonly occur in the testis and ovary, whereas in the uterus they are rare. The authors report findings for a mass detected in the uterus of a 26-week-old mouse in a colony of C57BL/6 bred in their laboratory. The mass was located in the endometrium and protruded into the lumen. Histopathologically, it consisted of abnormal diploblastic or triploblastic tissues. Bone with a growth plate and myeloid cells, as well as cartilage, was mainly observed. It also included melanocytes, exocrine gland-like cells, striated muscle, and neuron-like cells. While these tissues were accompanied by extensive necrosis, all of them were well differentiated and lacked features of malignancy, such as invasion and metastasis. This mouse had experienced parturition, but fetal tissue was not observed in the lesion. Therefore, the lesion was diagnosed as a benign teratoma, which was spontaneously developed in the uterus.